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It is impossible to write anything at this point in time without some reference to Covid-19 
and its global effect and impact on realities.  For many the unknown and the sense of 
insecurity transfer into growing apprehension and fear and yet, in farming the unknown is 
part of everyday life. You are dependent on nature and if you live in a world where you often 
need to plant seed straight into dust, as the Swartland wheat farmers now need to do, faith 
and trust are the only guidelines that allow any individual to invest that much capital into dry 
soil.  It has not rained suff iciently this year and we are at the beginning of May 2020...  
the seed must be planted.

We need to continue to believe and if you struggle to remain calm… well, have a good glass 
of wine, it does wonders! 
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We have had an absolutely ballistic year at the cellar. The majority of our investments were 
made in viticulture and general farming practices, including a newly built shed with all 
the necessary hardware.  We appointed a vineyard manager, Morné Steyn, and with Jaco 
Engelbrecht, our viticulture consultant, and myself we are working on improving every 
aspect of our farming.  Since we are so involved with other farms, we had a Growers’ Day 
with all the people we work with (see picture above): some for decades and some are new 
faces. The only effort that will bring us anywhere will be a group effort.



Our current core focus is sustainability in our viticultural practices and this year is dedicated 
to soil health.  We are now digging up samples across all our soils on the various farms as a 
f irst step in our long-term soil building strategy.  We are also doing more and more work on 
cover crops and vine health and are busy planting many new grape varieties with better heat 
and drought resistance to adapt to global warming and climactic shifts.

Vermentino, Piquepoul, Marsanne, Grenache Blanc, Cinsaut Blanc, Chenin, Palomino, Grillo 
and Assyrtiko were planted in different areas this past winter season.  The picture on the last 
page is of a new vineyard in the St. Helena Bay area on the West Coast (note the ocean in 
the background).  There is another new project in the Cedarberg Mountain area and we also 
planted a new vineyard on our own farm Rotsvas, the latter destined for Palladius.

The biggest input, besides the health of the soil, is the empowerment, education and 
f inetuning of the skills of everyone in our viticultural team. We now have 14 men who are 
permanently employed to tend the 24 hectares we work with.  Labour intensive farming gains 
time when the team is informed and empowered.  The difference between a good and an 
excellent farmer is 8 days… the latter will always be 8 days ahead of schedule and in farming 
timing is everything. 
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The 2018 vintage of Columella is testimony to the bigger dynamics a regional blend has 
access to:  the challenges brought about by the drought were completely addressed in this 

multi-vineyard, multi-varietal wine from across the Swartland. This may be the darkest fruit 
we have ever been able to capture at 13.5% alcohol and with the presence of Syrah in decline 
in the f inal blend, the inf luence of Grenache, Cinsaut, Carignan and Tinta Barocca is more 

pronounced. Our Mourvèdre component is the strongest it has ever been. 

This 2018 bottling is a wine with a big temperament: explosive, but not excessive.  It is like 
a plane with perfect aerodynamics, f lying effortlessly; very much in line with the 2001, 2008 

and 2011.  Ageing required.

Over the past 5 years Palladius has been the wine that gained most in quality and ref inement 
and much of this has to do with the addition of more vineyards and the improvement of 

their viticulture.  There is always room for improvement but currently of all our wines the 
Palladius, with 17 vineyards, obviously represents the biggest canvas of the Swartland. 

The 2018 wine is a seamless entity with a slightly higher acidity than in 2017 and 2016, but 
much more layered and the overall polarity in the wine has increased. Tasting this for the 
annual review and for our records, we were reminded that a great white wine surpasses all 
“classif ications” of wine. This one is seriously packed and dense at 13.5% alcohol with an 

acidity that beams at you.  Hands off for a while!



The new vineyard planted for Palladius, named Twiswind (to argue with the wind).
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The 2019 vintage in the Citrusdal Mountain areas was an immense challenge and even worse 
than 2018.  The aftermath of the drought led to our lowest yields to date and we therefore 

have very few bottles to go around.  The upside is that the tiny crop ripened perfectly and the 
wine exhibits the special qualities we f ind in some vintages: bright cherry and pomegranate 
fruit aromas.  The Soldaat 2019 is very focused, seamless and linear, but will require time in 
the bottle. The tannins are slightly more grippy and pronounced and will be more integrated 
in time.  There is a suggestion that secondary earthy aromas will develop and express serious 

notions of terroir.

In 2018 we picked the Cinsaut grapes in the Pofadder vineyard quite early on the account 
of the drought but in 2019 the vineyard looked much more buffered against the drought 

and we picked riper, closer to the ripening average we have come to in the past.  The wine 
immediately responded by just having a more complex dynamic. The aromas of the 2019 

Pofadder are some of the most perfumed to date and the aromatic design is more complex and 
not just running on a singular red fruit line.  The mouthfeel is in greater equilibrium than 

ever before. The 2019 is quite open and will require less cellaring than 2018 and 2017.

It is no secret that we have a very high regard for the Tinta Barocca grape and that is with 
good reason.  Year after year it is one of the mono-varietals that seriously translates “terroir” 

in the Swartland.  We needed a few years to learn to read the extraction points and grape 
growing patterns of the varietal and the vineyards are in better equilibrium now.  Any fan of 
Piedmont wines will have a greater attraction to this wine for the 2019 Treinspoor is a dark 
horse that needs time in the bottle and the benef it of patience.  The fruit on this vintage is 

pretty and it is a more drinkable early version, but I urge buyers to give it the benef it of time.

In this vintage the yield was down signif icantly for we had very little rain in the St. Helena 
Bay area of the Swartland.  As usual, this is the wine with the highest natural acidity and 

most linear form. The Skerpioen 2019 is salty in character with lime zest on the palate. It is a 
very focused wine and possibly the best we have bottled since 2012.  Keep for at least a year 

or two before opening.
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Following the trajectory to the northern territories of the Citrusdal Mountain area the 
Skurf berg yields, just like those of the Soldaat, were suicidal and we managed to bottle only 
a third of our usual production. The 2018 displays amazingly concentrated stone fruit and 
quince f lavours with a pronounced mineral note, very good acidity and freshness. In many 

ways this is one of the purest forms of Chenin we have had in the tank to date.

We continue along the range of the Citrusdal Mountains towards our highest vineyard, 
Kokerboom, which was equally hit by the drought – so much that we were 50% down on 

production.  The tiny crop did however ripen perfectly and alongside the 2015 this has to be 
the best bottling to date.  Very limited, but magnif icent.  The very typical beeswax, lemon 

and chamomile f lavours are present, as well as a serious mineral undertone and dense texture. 

NOT BOTTLED
We opted to cut down all the fruit and did not harvest because the vines were simply under 

too much stress. The good news is that the vineyard is looking much better in 2020, but 
unfortunately there is no ‘T Voetpad for 2019.

Over the past 3 years we have invested in this vineyard on a big scale and it is starting to 
show on so many levels - not only in the vines and in the chemistry of the grapes, but in 

every aspect. The wine has gained elegance, carried by immense texture, density and power.  
Having produced this wine over the past 14 years the only thing to be said is that this vintage 

may very well rival 2015 and may possibly be the best bottling to date. Buying this wine is 
but one aspect of the transaction.   The greatest requirement here is patience. 

Please give this wine time. 



We trust that the notes above are of some help and give insight into what we are keeping 
ourselves busy with.  The drought that has been running for the 4th year in some areas is 
obviously the big point of discussion and a f irm reality here.  In the wake of that our intuitive 
response is to plant some new sites and exciting new varietals that can hopefully bring us 
better answers and solutions in this ever-changing tomorrow. 

Furthermore, the cellar is being upgraded continuously and we will soon need to plan the 
next extensions.  We are also in the process of building a new dam on the property to address 
the permanent shortage of enough water.  In this past week, the last in April, we f inalized 
our grafting planning for this winter in order to produce more young vines for future 
plantings next year, including varietals like Agiorgitiko, the historical Pontac, Trincadera, 
Alicante Bouchet, Tinta Amarella, Lleudoner Pelut, and Bastardo, to name but a few. 

We would like to thank you for your continued support, something we appreciate and 
respect greatly.  With the drought and this Covid–19 reality it seems as if the race is getting 
more tough.  In the world of wine diff iculty and suffering normally result in greater 
character and we pray that that will be the result in the world of humans as well.  

If in this release you do not manage to secure all the wines you would like to have, please be 
assured we did everything possible to reduce the impact to the minimum… but in the end,  
nature has the very last say.

Wine greetings,

The Sadie Family Team

The newly planted vineyard on the West Coast.


