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While writing these notes on the past year, it has actually dawned on me that it has been over 12 
months now that most of us have been living with the new reality of Covid 19 and the massive 
cost it has on all levels of society.

In this period we have also been reminded that one cannot stop working towards a better future 
nor can one stop living, since life just goes on!

We have had an ultra-busy year with so much going on in the vineyards – on hindsight the 
past year seems like a freight train in full speed… and that in a period in which nobody was 
travelling anywhere. This absence of travel has actually been one of the major advantages since 
we were here all the time and on the job… and we truly got things done. 

Our new plantings on the West Coast at the Bottelfontein property already look like vineyards 
that have been there forever and they have completely changed the landscape. At home the 
last remaining parcel of land on the Rotsvas property has also been prepared to be planted this 
coming season. This vineyard will be called Sonvang.

The soil preparation went very well and for this virgin soil site we actually ended up with 
great prospects of future plantings. The varieties to be planted in the Sonvang vineyard include 
Alicante Bouchet, Agiorghitiko, Pontac, Tinta Amarella, Tinta Barocca, Bastardo, Lleudoner 
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Pelut, Syrah for the red fraction; and on the white soil section of this vineyard we will plant 
Grillo, Cinsault Blanc, Palomino, Grenache Blanc, Semillon and Clairette Blanche. This past 
winter was spent on a massive project to get all of this historical material assembled and grafted. 
We had a very good take in the nursery and in January the new vines looked impressive, so 
we are looking forward to the planting this winter - if possible, during the f irst two weeks of 
August, being the period in which we planted all our other vineyards in the past.

In the meanwhile, in between harvesting in February, we have also planted all the poles in the 
Sonvang vineyard since the entire development will follow the historical head prune technique 
(raised bush vine).



We have but one chance to truly establish a vineyard and we have to do everything humanly 
possible to ensure that the vineyard has the best opportunity to potentially join the ranks of 
South African greats in the next 80 years. Therefore no effort can be spared. The past years 
of planting cover crops and tending to the soil health with compost and getting it all hundred 
percent ready have f inally set the canvas for what will hopefully be incredible fruit in the future.

Days before the first lockdown was announced we brought major earth moving machinery 
onto the farm and we have completely re-built our farm dam since then. The previous dam 
had a perforated wall and drought and leaks just do not go together. We even had to dynamite 
a massive rock formation out of the floor of the dam. The extent of the project meant that 
8 000 cubic meters of soil had to be trucked out and 7000 cubic meters of clay had to be trucked in 
to be compacted back into the wall. Today the dam stands as a thing of beauty and future security.



Our draught horse Ben f inally reached the age where we could start working with him and this 
spring saw him working the vineyards on the Rotsvas property for the f irst time. In due course 
he will be involved more and more. Some of the ploughs and equipment had to be converted 
and re-enforced, for he is 1.2 tons of pure muscle… but fortunately muscle that contains a 
being with great character. The biggest task is to keep him f it throughout the year even though 
he is being used for a short period. Trust us when we say the best tractor in the market is a 
cheaper option! But the reality is that he can work in soils with moisture and in very wet spring 
situations he can work vineyards without compacting the soils.



Further af ield the consistent education and training of our team in the vineyards have been a 
priority, since it is the combined efforts of very many individuals that are the making of a great 
wine. If the philosophy is applied by a part of the team only, it will not bear much fruit and 
it is honestly the daily effort of our team in the vineyards that has brought about the biggest 
changes. Morné Steyn and Andrew Hendricks with the team have addressed so many issues and 
have given attention to f ine detail over the past year; and it is now impossible to imagine our 
world without them in the vineyards every day.

It has been a blessing and an amazing journey; one that seems to have endless possibilities for a future 
in which education leads to a truly cultivated terroir. We have started an aggressive program 
of interplanting and reformation of some of the vineyards. The vineyards that were struck the 
hardest by the drought was Skurf berg, Kokerboom and ‘T Voetpad and much have been done to 
replant dead vines and rehabilitate the ones we could. It is a massive debate on old vine bottling 
if one is to include the young vine fruit or not, but for us it is not an academical exercise, it is 
about being sustainable and being responsible into the future. Saying one should not include 
young vines is like saying we do not want children into our world and that obviously does not 
make any sense. Hopefully these vines will, over years, come to bear fruit and over even more 
years, become the old vines when others die again - and in that is a sustainable terroir.



Last but not least: the 20 Year Columella Review was one of the highlights of the past year and 
much was learnt from the tasting and discussion.

Every ten years we review not only the decade that has passed, but also the preceding one and it will 
be an ongoing exercise for it is most important to track one’s actions on a very lengthy timeline. By 
doing so we will find the perfect course and keep the trimmings on the sails in play.

We brought out a complete review and if anyone has missed it, just mail us and we will make 
sure you receive a copy. Most importantly: we realized, while tasting the 15+ year old bottlings, 
that tannin and extraction and texture as a combination is key and although we started to lean 
very heavily on whole cluster fermentations for the reds in the second decade, we are actually of 
the opinion that on given varietals it is pivotal to destem and do the limited number of punch 
downs and not only bucket–overs of juice. In the next decade we will work on ref ining that 
policy across the 16 plus red varietals we work with, for every varietal is a case to be considered 
on its own.

The other good news is that Columella does age as gracefully as a Kruger Rand and we maintain 
that one should let the wines rest for at least 8 years prior to opening them. Decantation will 
never bear the same result as actual time.
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The 2019 Columella is the 20th bottling of what can only be described as a discovery. This 
vintage has taken on many dimensions, interpretations and responses to the very terroir we farm 
for this wine. The 2019 is as harmonious as any wine can hope to be at this stage in its life. The 
wine exhibits f inely trimmed perfumes and violet notes, bright fruit with spicy characteristics 
that immediately spill over into some of the most ref ined tannins we could capture at this point. 
Columella 2019 is a play of dual sides in that it has retained all the potential fruit one can hope 
for in a wine doing a 24-month cask ageing, but much of the primary fruit and textured grippy 
tannins are all at play at the same time. The 2019 can easily rival the 2015 in terms of breaking 
new ground. We have captured dimensions with the wine we have not seen to date.

Throughout the picking of this 2019 it was amazing how well the 17 pieces of the puzzle that 
make up this wine just perfectly fell into place - and so effortlessly. The vineyards ripened in 
perfect order and in perfect ratio to one another. The 2019 Palladius probably displays the most 
complex of aromas: not only is the wine very fresh, with a bright green edge apple fruit, but it 
then goes into stone fruit and exit with the tropical aromatics. The advantage is that across the 
spectrum we managed to capture a greater acidity than with the 2018, but with more volume 
and texture.

The mouthfeel and equilibrium of this vintage is unmatched in any of our other whites. In 
many vintages the Mev. Kirsten poses the same depth and volume, but in this vintage Palladius 
surpasses all others. The composure of this wine is an absolutely singular aspect and it will 
benef it much from proper ageing.
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The 2020 Soldaat had two pivotal shifts in the process of coming to being. Firstly, we realized 
that the more heavily shaded bunches contributed to a volume of herbal, greener characteristics 
in the wine in some of the older vintages; and by mid-December we trimmed away the leaves 
around the bunches only to enable more sunlight to come through - not excessively, but certainly 
more than in the past. Secondly, we slightly reduced the percentage of whole clusters by 
destemming around 35% of the bunches – this decreases the volume of potassium pick up and 
pH meltdown. The wine is still very much primal red bright fruit and intense berried f lavours, 
but we have gained greater purity and earthy characters; and a better tannin structure in the end 
of the wine. The wine has both aromatic brightness and weight in texture.

In 2020 we decided to reduce the percentage of whole cluster bunches in the fermentation to 
50% on the Pofadder as well. As is the case with the Soldaat, the massive pick-up of potassium 
and pH climb were just not benef icial to the wine in the long run. When tasting this 2020 
Pofadder we decided that it is easily one of the best we have ever bottled and the overall 
equilibrium is on another level altogether. The wine has immense purity of fruit and brightness, 
but the layering of the tannins in the texture and the overall balance have reached new heights. 
This vineyard is now in another dimension altogether.

Treinspoor 2020 is a compilation of very many years of persistence with this variety. We 
have highlighted the fact that it has most probably been the greatest red variety planted in 
the Swartland for years. It just transports terroir and the typicality of the site much more 
successfully than most other red varietals.

This 2020 is the result of 10 years of working the golden threads we could read in the makeup of 
this cultivar. The spicy, mineral, graphite and earthy characteristics f low into a basis of tannins 
and textures; and this wine has almost no start nor any end. We urge you to age this wine. 
Have one bottle in an emergency, but leave the rest of the case for the next decade of f ine wine 
drinking. Tinta Barocca has a big temperament and needs big temperament ownership.

The 2020 Skerpioen displays the usual saline and mineral qualities and some chamomile f lower 
aromas. In time and after further development, some wheat straw characteristics also appear 
and all of that is f illed in with gripping tannin and a f irm acidity. The 2020 is slightly more 
concentrated than the previous two vintages and is drinking well now, but will benef it greatly 
from about 5 years in the bottle. The Skerpioen is arguably our white wine that is the most 
accessible in any vintage at an early stage.
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This 2020 vintage of Skurf berg was again bottled in very limited numbers as yields dwindled 
down again. The drought in the Cederberg Mountains continued and we opted to reduce the 
yield in order to save reserves. This vintage is an incredibly compact and a viscous expression 
of Chenin Blanc. The stonefruit and peach skin aromas are followed up by a very mineral 
expression and some tropical aromas in the background. The tannins are smooth and the acidity 
is perfectly nestled in between the fruit and the tannin.

Please give the wine time in the bottle.

Kokerboom, also being from the Clanwilliam Mountains, had the same very low production 
numbers on already very limited yields.

Here we find the purity of fresh fruit flavors and mineral qualities with some waxy aromas with lime, 
green apple and riper pear aromatics on the edge of the expression. The acidity and tannin balance 
is possibly one of the best of equilibriums we have had in this wine in years. The fermentation again 
took 8 months and the freshness of the bottled wine is remarkable. Unfortunately, the quantities are 
the problem and our best advice is to share the wine with others!

After our decision to drop all the fruit in 2019, it comes as a relief to have the wine back in the 
series again, although in extremely limited quantities. We managed to produce one tiny cask 
and see this as a sign of hope. Much work went into the vineyard after the severe drought and 
to date we still stand on only 285 mm of rain over the last season. The 2020 ‘T Voetpad displays 
the wet wool, straw and haybale characteristics that mark this wine and the tannins are as f irm 
and solid as only this vineyard can bring to expression. The equilibrium in this wine is on point 
and we are delighted to be able to offer the ‘T Voetpad again as part of this year’s release.

The 2020 displays spicy and light tropical aromas and some golden delicious apple characteristics 
with solid tannins and a very f irm and gripping acidity. The wine is quite soft spoken at this 
point and this year the minerality and bright, f ine linear texture mark this vintage. It is a wine 
with immense weight to it and yet it moves so elegantly and swiftly. Suspended gravity is in play 
here. This wine needs a dark cellar for a long time.
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